
 

Banff World Media Festival announces first in-

person Indigenous Screen Summit 

Exploring Indigenous ideas, perspectives and representations on screen 

Event kicks off 8:30am Sunday, June 12 with a Pitch Forum featuring 

Indigenous-led scripted films, drama series and comedy projects in 

development. 

Toronto, Canada – March 24, 2022 – The Banff World Media Festival (BANFF) in 

partnership with the Indigenous Screen Office (ISO) and Canada Media Fund (CMF) are 

proud to announce the launch of the first in-person Indigenous Screen Summit. The 

Summit will be anchored by a half-day Pitch Forum financing event on the morning of 

Sunday, June 12 at the Fairmont Banff Springs in Alberta, where Indigenous producers and 

creators will have the opportunity to present their in-development scripted features, 

drama series and comedy projects  to panels of Canadian and international buyers as well 

as  an industry audience.  

Complimentary for all 2022 BANFF festival pass holders to attend, the Pitch Forum and 

additional Indigenous Screen Summit programming will extend throughout the 2022 

edition of the Banff World Media Festival, running from June 12-15 with dedicated sessions 

highlighting exciting and innovative content from Indigenous producers and creators on 

BANFF’s mainstage.  

“The first in person Indigenous Screen Summit provides a unique opportunity for 

Indigenous media professionals to meet face to face with colleagues within their circles of 

film and television,” said Nicole Robertson, Content Producer with the Indigenous Screen 

Summit for the Banff World Media Festival. “Our Indigenous Worldview is about 

relationships with the world around us. It’s important to develop these partnerships at 

BANFF, so the future generations can see themselves reflected in upcoming movies, 

television series and all media endeavours.” 

https://banffmediafestival.playbackonline.ca/2021/international_indigenous/?msclkid=ede43257aaf311ec93892493979d7a41
https://banffmediafestival.playbackonline.ca/2022/
https://banffmediafestival.playbackonline.ca/2022/


“The continued rise and momentum of Indigenous content production is gaining increased 

attention from audiences and industry in Canada and around the world. This is an exciting 

space for Indigenous storytellers and professionals to share new ideas and connect with 

Banff World Media Festival participants,” said Kerry Swanson, ISO Co-Executive Director. 

“The CMF is delighted to support this first in-person Indigenous Screen Summit, providing 

an opportunity for outstanding Indigenous creators to take their stories and ideas to the 

next level,” said Valerie Creighton, President and CEO, CMF. “The CMF made a strong 

commitment to remove barriers in the industry and support talented Indigenous creators, 

helping them share their stories with audiences around the world. This initiative will help 

do exactly that.” 

The Indigenous Screen Summit, first launched virtually in 2021, was created to shine a light 

on the diverse talent and exciting screen content being created by Indigenous storytellers 

in Canada. It will facilitate conversation and empower the goals of Indigenous 

entertainment industry professionals from Canada and around the world, seeking to 

connect partners, explore trends, create opportunities, and amplify Indigenous screen 

storytelling on a global stage.   

### 

About BANFF 

The Banff World Media Festival and the Rockie Awards host one of the world's most 

important gatherings of entertainment industry executives and creators, dedicated to 

content development, production, broadcast and distribution within the screen industries. 

BANFF provides a platform for the evolving global media industry to develop its creative 

and business objectives. It serves as a leading destination for co-production and co-venture 

partners and is an unparalleled marketplace for international decision-makers to connect 

with new partners, learn from industry leaders and execute new business deals.  

BANFF respectfully acknowledges that the territory in which the festival takes place is 

located on the traditional lands of the Treaty 7 Territory, comprised of the Stoney Nakoda 

Nations of Wesley, Chiniki, and Bearspaw; three Nations of the Blackfoot Confederacy: the 

Pikani, Kainai, and Siksika; and the Tsuu T’ina of the Dene people. Treaty 7 territory is also 

shared with the Métis Nation of Alberta, Region III. This area was also used by the Ktunaxa 

and the Maskwacis people. BANFF’s office is on the Treaty Lands and Territory of the 

Mississaugas of the Credit and the traditional territory of the Anishinaabe, the Wendat and 

the Haudenosaunee. Toronto (also known as Tkaronto) is home to First Nations, Métis and 

the Inuit peoples from across Turtle Island. 



About Indigenous Screen Office  

The Indigenous Screen Office (ISO) is an independent national advocacy and funding 

organization serving First Nations, Inuit and Métis creators of screen content in Canada. 

The ISO’s mandate is to foster and support narrative sovereignty and cultural revitalization 

by increasing Indigenous storytelling on screens and promoting Indigenous values and 

participation across the sector.  

About the Canada Media Fund 

The Canada Media Fund (CMF) fosters, promotes, develops and finances the production of 

Canadian content and relevant applications for all audiovisual media platforms. The CMF 

guides Canadian content towards a competitive global environment through fostering 

industry innovation, rewarding success, enabling a diversity of voice and promoting access 

to content through industry and private sector partnerships. To learn more, please visit 

cmf-fmc.ca. 

For more information on the Banff World Media Festival, click here. 

@banffmedia 

#BANFF2022 

#BANFFRockies2022 

For more information on the Indigenous Screen Summit:  

Nicole Robertson, Content Producer 

Banff World Media Festival 

(403) 616-4999 

nrobertson@brunico.com 

For media inquiries about the Banff World Media Festival or Rockie Awards, please 

contact: 

Pam Wilson 

Ink Media PR 

Tel: +44 (0)7397 841841 

Email: Pam@inkmediapr.co.uk 

 

https://banffmediafestival.playbackonline.ca/2022/

